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ABOUT US
NIAR is a Non-Profit, Non-
G o v e r n m e n t  Vo l u n t a r y 
Organization emphasizing on 
encouraging peoples' participation 
in communication and information 
technology through Amateur 
Radio and disaster management.

OUR VISION
To build a world-class institution 
to support advancement of global 
Amateur Radio activity in terms of 
promotion, training, advocacy, 
technical support, knowledge 
repository and research, exceed 
t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w i t h 
commitment, quality and excellent 
service.

PROGRAMS
 Training / Awareness

 Disaster Management

 Support for Organisations

 Technical Support

 QSL Bureau

 Knowledge repository

 Comprehensive consultancy

 Demonstrations

 Supports government in 
Policy making.

JOIN US
Yahoo groups, go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/subscribe/niarindia

Join in RACES, login
http://www.niar.org/join_races.htm

Become NIAR member, go to
 http://www.niar.org/membership.html

Visit Amateur Radio Museum, Knowledge & 
Awareness centre, go to
 http://www.niar.org/museum.htm

National Workshop on Amateur Radio Communication and
Computer Networks in Education

 National Workshop on Amateur Radio Communication and 
Computer Networks in Education was conducted by Miroslav 
Skoric, YT7MPB, Faculty of Technical Sciences, University of Novi 
Sad, Serbia at Trivandru, Bangalore and Udaipur in October 2012.

 The workshop was  conducted at  Indian Institute  of 
Information Technology & Management, Techno Park, Trivandrum 

th
on 10  October 2012 which was attended by about 100 students.  
Mr. S. Ram Mohan, VU2MYH, Director  NIAR & Mr. José Jacob, Asst 
Director participated in the event which was also attended by local 
hams Mr.Girish Babu, VU2KGB, CEO of Techno Park,  Mr.Jayan 
VU2JYU, Mr.K.G.Nadarajan VU2KGN, Mr.Khader VU2MF, etc. The 
event was coordinated by Dr. Sabu M.Thampi. NIAR gave technical 
support to the event.

A similar workshop was conducted on 17 & 
18 Oct 2012 by Miroslav Skoric at  Techno 
India NJAR Institute of Technology, Udaipur. 
Mr. S. Ram Mohan, VU2MY gave practical 
demonstration of Amateur Radio digital 
communications which was attended by 
several students from Udaipur and Delhi. 
Mr.Piyush Javeria coordinated the event.



Meet one on the youngest hams in India, Tom, 

VU3TMO.who got his Amateur Radio licence in 
th2011 when he was 13 years old, studying in 8  

c l a s s  at  F r.  Ro c h  M e m o r i a l  H i g h  S c h o o l , 
rdKhairatabad.  He is a 3  generation ham. His 

parents are Lissy VU3LMS and Jose, VU2JOS. His 

Grandfather is K.V.Cheeku, VU2ACN and his elder 

brother is Tony, VU3TNI. His many other relatives 

are also hams.

He grew up watching amateur radio operated by 

his parents and naturally became interested in it. 

He attended Amateur Radio classes at NIAR, 

Hyderabad and got his licence after one year.

He operates from NIAR club station usually in the 

evenings and on holidays and when there were no 

exams. During 2012 he made about 1500 contacts 

from 110 countries in voice. He struggled hard to 

contact  the  fore ign  stations  dur ing  ear ly 

mornings, mid night etc. 

Dur ing  2012,  he received the prestig ious 

“Diamond DXCC Challenge” Award issued by 

Amer ican  Radio  Re lay  League (ARRL)  for 

communicating with 100 countries during the 

calendar year. ARRL also published his photo and 

details in their web site as a young ham to make 

the achievement. The local media also covered 

his activities. He also takes part in DX contests and 

has received many awards.

He is a member of NIAR and Dayton Amateur 

Radio Association (USA)
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Visit of UN7EY to NIAR

Mr. Batyr Zhulamanov, UN7EY of Kazakhastan visited NIAR on 4 Oct 
2012 and interacted with NIAR staff members. He is Russian /English 
translator who came for the COP II summit held at Hyderabad.

Amateur  Radio Demonstration at
“Tathva 12” at NIT, Calicut

NIAR put up an Amateur Radio demo stall at “Tathva 12” Exhibition 
during 19 to 21 October 2012 at National Institute of Technology, 
Calicut with the cooperation of Malabar Amateur Radio Disaster 
Communication Club which was visited by hundreds of students and 
others. Mr. Jose Jacob from NIAR and other local hams Mr.Ashraf 
VU2MTY, Mr.Sunil VU2ATB, Dr. Abraham, VU2OJ and Sanil VU3SIO 
interacted with the visitors. The event was coordinated by Dr. Sunil 
Jacob John, Associate Professor, Dept of Mathematics, NIT, Calicut.

14 year old Master Tom K. Jose, VU3TMO receives ARRL Diamond DXCC challenge certificate from USA

Two hundred tiny ham radio satellites will be going into space in the 
not to distant future. The project is called KickSat and we have more 
in this report.

KickSat is an amateur radio CubeSat technology mission designed to 
demonstrate the deployment and operation of prototype Sprite or 
tiny ChipSats developed at Cornell  University. The KickSat 
spaceframe is a CubeSat being built to carry and deploy 200 Sprites 
that wil l  provide an avionics bus that wil l  provide power, 
communications, command and data handling functions. It will be 
mated with a 2 unit deployer that has been developed to house the 
Sprites. 

Approximately 200 Sprites will be stacked atop a spring-loaded 
pusher and secured by a nichrome burn wire system. Once on-orbit, 
the wire burns away the Sprites will spring out into space.

As to the Sprites, these are tiny spacecraft that includes power, 
sensor, and communication systems. Its built on a printed circuit 
board measuring 3.5 by 3.5 cm with a thickness of 2.5 mm and a 
mass of about 5 grams. The Sprite is intended as a general purpose 
sensor platform for micro-electro-mechanical or other chip-scale 

sensors with the ability to downlink data to ground stations from 
Low Earth Orbit.

After deployment, telemetry and sensor measurements from the 
individual Sprites will be received through Cornell's ground station in 
Ithaca, New York, as well as several other amateur radio ground 
stations around the world. The Sprites are expected to re-enter the 
atmosphere and burn up within a few days or weeks depending on 
atmospheric conditions. Their best case maximum orbital lifetime is 
estimated at 6 weeks.

The development team is currently investigating uses for the KickSat 
spaceframe after the Sprite deployment and is seeking collaborators 
who could make use of its capabilities as part of another extended 
mission.

ChipSats like these Sprites represent a new technology that will both 
open space access to hobbyists and students and enable new types 
of science missions. A significant portion of KickSat has been 
financed by over 300 individual sponsors through a funding website. 
More is on-line at www.spacecraftresearch.com/KickSat. (KickSat)

HAM RADIO IN SPACE:
200 MICRO HAM BIRDS TO BE LAUNCHED IN ONE MISSION
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