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3rd National Amateur Radio Day celebrations at Kolkata

The  3rd National Amateur Radio Day was celebrated  by  the Indian Wave of Amateur Radio (IWAR),  at Kolkata  
on 30th November 2012  coinciding the 154th birth anniversary to Acharya Jagdish Chandra Bose , the famous 
Indian Scientist who invented radio waves. A rally was organized from Bose Institute to Akashvani Bhavan in 
Kolkata. This rally was flagged off by Professor Shibaji Raha, Director of Bose Institute.  The rally was received by 
Shri Prodip Kumar Mitra, Deputy Director of General (ER), Prasar Bharati, 

 During this occasion Chairman of National Institute of Amateur Radio (NIAR), Hyderabad Mr. S. Suri, VU2MY, 
was presented with the  J.C. Bose Ham Radio National Award by Professor Raha. 

 The rally was attended by many local hams and SWLs. Mr. Tapas Chakraborty,  VU2TKC, President, IWAR 
coordinated the program

SpaceUp unconfernce held at Bangalore
Asia's first SpaceUp unconference, conducted by Dhruva Space was held on Dec 1st, 2012 at People's Education 
Society Institute of Technology (PESIT), Bangalore, India. There were around 100 participants in the event. It was 
aimed to foster outreach for ideas, concepts within the enthusiastic community of students, teachers and 
amateurs to space professionals.  The event started with a speech from Dr. Vasagram, Project Director, Apple 
Mission, ISRO. He covered a wide range of topics including space industry eco-system in India. This was followed 
by another good talk by well-known Prof. Dr. Jayant Murthy, Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Bangalore. He 
touched upon various research work being done by his team including the recent balloon experiments. Next talk 
was on "Fundamentals of Launch Vehicles" by Dr. S. Ramakrishnan, Indian Space Research Organization. This 
was followed by a talk by Dhruva Space representatives regarding their company. In addition to these talks, 
there was a personal message via a recorded video from Robert Brent, Astronaut, CSA, Canada.

The afternoon session was split into two parallel sessions.  One session was on “Small Satellite Projects" and 
another session on "Astronomy".   There were several interesting presentations on small satellite projects by 
various colleges in India.  There was a talk on "PISat" by Prof. V. K. Agarwal and Prof. Bhagwan.  PISat is a student 
satellite project being developed by a consortium of colleges led by PESIT, Bangalore.  Next talk was by Dr. 
Krishnaswamy, project Director, NIUSAT, Noorul Islam center for higher education. NIUSAT is a student satellite 
project with a budget of Rs. 5 crores. This is the first student satellite project being developed in India with an 
aim to provide real time application to fishermen in terms of weather data and surrounding area information. 
Next in the talk was StudSat-2 and SRMSAT-2 by Prof. M. Loganathan. SRMSAT-1 is the only student satellite 
project which was launched successfully and being  tracked for more than a year. StudSat-2 is the first student 
satellite project planning to demonstrate inter-satellite communication between two Pico-satellites.  There was 
an interesting talk as Prof. Loganathan made sure that the students were given opportunity to present some of 
the work done in SRMSAT-2.

Next talk was on "Parikshit" student satellite project by Kanika Garg, project leader, Manipal University. It is 
being developed with a budget of Rs. 1 crore. Finally, this session ended with a presentation from Kartik Kumar, 
PhD Student, Delft university, Netherlands. He and his friends have started a company to focus on the niche area 
of small satellite design. They see this as a next big opportunity in the private space industry to which most of the 
people in the audience agreed. There were a lot of discussion by audience on the feasibility of his idea and the 
way forward. Overall, this was an informative session.

The astronomy session included speakers from different colleges and as 
well as amateur astronomers too.  

The program was coordinated by  Mr.Sanjay Nekkanti, AB3OE. NIAR has 
supported the event through sponsorship.

T h e  s p e c i a l  c a l l s i g n   w a s AT 1 W P S
a c tiva t e d  d u r i n g   t h e  F i r s t  Wo r l d 
Parliament  on Spirituality being held at 
Hyderabad from  17 to 21 Dec 2012 .
The fol lowing members of National 
Institute of Amateur Radio (NIAR)  will be 
operating the station:
1.OM Suri, VU2MY
2.OM Mohan, VU2MYH
3.YL Bhanu, VU2BL
4.OM Jose, VU2JOS (CW)
5. YL Lissy, VU3LMS
6. OM Mujeeb, VU3MHI
QSL via VU2NRO. More information 
about the event is in:  
 http://www.wpsconnect.org/ Special 
t h a n ks  to  W P C  W in g ,   M in i st r y  o f 
Communication & IT, Govt. of India for 
issuing the special callsign.

Glimpses of Hamfest India 2012, Chennai

Glimpses of Hamfest India 2012, Chennai

Tom VU3TMO with film star Charuhasan, VU2SCU

Tom VU3TMO receiving Hamfest contest Certificate from Mr. Santhanam VU2YFS

Stall of Indian Wave of Amateur Radio, Kolkatta

Stall of Indian Institute of Hams, Bangalore

Stall of Mr. Sunil, VU2SYD, Kolkatta

Stall of Mr. Thyagu, VU2PTR, Chennai
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Amateur Radio Training classes at Sodepur High School:

West Bengal Amateur Radio Club conducted ASOC training program 
for students of Sodepur High School. 34 of them has appeared for 
ASOC examination in December 2012. They were trained by Mr. 
Ambarish Nag Biswas, VU2JFA. 

NIAR has set up a Digital Communication station in this school under 
the “Amateur Radio Advanced Digital Communication Network” 
project of Dept. of Information Technology, Govt. of India.

New Delhi: Space-dream not 

n e c e s s a r i l y  c o m e s  t r u e 

through travelling in space. A 

candid chat with astronauts 

on board a space ship can 

a lso  br ing  you the  same 

delight. NASA's celebrated 

Indian-American astronaut 

Sunita Williams shared her 

experience in space with 

school kids of Ahmedabad on 

the Children's Day. 

IEEE ASET organized a seminar on Ham Radio on 2012. Ham Radio as we know is 
a technical hobby which enables any person of the age 12 or above to operate 
on a transceiver to communicate anywhere across the state, country or even a 
continent. Ham Radio is used in disaster communication and distress calls. Mrs 
Bharathi Prasad, VU2RBI as she is known in her Ham World was invited to share 
her experience being; a humanitarian worker, she spoke about its day to day 
applications, ways for achieving a license for operating a transceiver. She spoke 
about her experience in disaster communication when Tsunami hit the 
southern coast of India, she was in Andaman and Nicobar islands trying to 
contact the main land informing them about the welfare of their relatives on the 
island. Through her speech she instilled passion in some young minds for Ham 
Radio. In the end, a demonstration was conducted and she contacted the 
National Institute of Amateur Radio, Hyderabad. VU2NRO was their callsign and 
inv i ted the students  to  introduce themselves  over  th is  means  of 
communication .Thus teaching us about being the change for making a 
difference, the motto of IEEE ASET.

(Report by Ms.Mahathi D., VU2DTR)

A Lecture on Ham Radio was conducted at 
Rhastriya Military School, Bangalore for 350 
students on Wednesday, 21st Nov. 2012.  67 
students have enrolled for ham classes. Classes 
will commence from January 2012  there and 
will write the exam during April 2013.

H a m  R a d i o  Tra i n i n g :  We e ke n d  t ra i n i n g 
programme will commence from Saturday, 8th 

December 2012 between 6pm & 8pm, Sundays 10.30am & 12.30 pm. 
Examination conducted by the Ministry of communication and I.T., Govt. of 
India during end of Jan 2013. Classes at Indian Institute of Hams, Gate No.2, 
2nd Floor, Sree KANTEERAVA OUTDOOR STADIUM, KASTURBA ROAD, 
BANGALORE-560 001. Email: ham7388@gmail.com, www.indianhams. 
com

Mr. Sathyapal, VU2FI Deputy Chief traffic warden has been posted as 
Division in charge of North East Bangalore. Our congratulations to 
Mr.Satyapal.

News from Indian Institute of Hams

Bally, Nov 04, 2012: Bijoya a special moment to every Bengalies. After the 
end of Durga Puja it comes every year. It brings people close. IWAR had also 
utilized this festive moment. Over 40 members were gathered at Bally 
Mecol Girls High School in Howrah to celebrate Bijoya. It was also a nice 
opportunity to eye ball each member together. One of the senior Ham OM 
Anadi Ganguly, VU2GE (Lic. No. 0101) was hosted flag to the function. 
Several other senior hams and new comers got a chance to share their 
experiences. A hoar long discussion was held. The upcoming program, 
celebration at Acharya Jagdish Chandra Bose National Ham Radio Day 
prime focus in discussion. It will be celebrated on Nov 30, 2012. IWAR have 
organized a rally on that day and expecting presence at all radio lovers.The 
Function was ended after flag down by pioneer ham Dr. Sagar Sanyal 
callsign VU3SAQ at 3pm on that day.

Some folks may have noticed that the behavior of the QRZ callsign search 
engine has changed. That's because we've just completed a major rewrite of 
the callsign search function and are pleased to announce several new features. 
These include:
· Support for prefix and suffix lookups using the star (*) character, e.g. try 

"AA*"
· The ability to find partial callsigns (e.g. *7x*)
· Improved USA County search
· The ability to list all of the QRZ callsigns for a given DXCC entity
· The ability to search by both major and minor grid squares
To see the new features, which include help info, just click on the search button 
at the top of the page, without filling in the search box. You will be brought to a 
new search box having all the aforementioned options.
This software update has also introduced more performance improvements 
and a general rewrite of many key functions. The callsign pages are now lighter 
(having fewer bytes to transfer) and some features are now loaded on demand 
instead of by default. One feature, however, which we called Notes, did not 
make the cutover. We're reviewing the usefulness of this feature which at its 
core was a Twitter-like capability that didn't work as well as Twitter. We're going 
to reevaluate the feature to see if it continues to make sense. Our sense is that 
the majority of our users didn't make use of it.
Fred Lloyd, AA7BQ Publisher, QRZ.COM aa7bq@qrz.com

News from qrz.com forum:

IWAR celebrated Bijoya Sommelony

Ham radio  links Ahmedabad
students with Sunita Williams

She answered a number of questions like how Moon and Earth look 

like from space, what astronauts eat in space, if they have TV to 

watch for entertainment, are they always busy while in space, 

what's their favourite pastime hundreds of miles away from the 

Earth, how they keep clean at ISS.

She said astronauts maintain an eight-hour working day, and try to 

sleep for eight hours, and spend the rest of the time doing 

“housework”.

Students from various schools in Ahmedabad spoke to Sunita 

Williams who is on board the International Space Station via 

Italian HAM radio. 

Sunita told kids that the celestial bodies are much brighter and one 

can feel the heat of the Sun much more in space. "The Moon is 

absolutely clear from the ISS because there is no obstruction in 

weather." 

We have all sorts of things to eat here. We have the normal 

American food, some chicken, some potatoes. We have some 

Indian food like palak paneer, some Japanese food, some rice, she 

said. 

Cleanliness isn't really a problem in space since there is no dirt 

there, but that we use vacuum cleaner to clean up, said Sunita.

http://daily.bhaskar.com/article/MAH-MUM-a-day-in-the-life-

of-sunita-williams-on-iss-8-hr-work-8-hr-sleep-4050928-

NOR.html

Amateur Radio Demonstration at AMITY
School of Engg. & Technology, New Delhi:
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